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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  OENERAL 
WASHINQTON.  D.C.  ZOJtO 


!N  REPLY  REFER  TO 


AGAM-P  (M)  (5  Aug  68)  FOR  OT  RD  68X046 


21  August  1968 


SUBJECT:  Combat  After  Action  Report-  Op  QUYET  THANG,  Headquarters,  3d 

Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  Period  11  Mar  -  7  Apr  1968  (U) 
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SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  as  Inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
In  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  that  the 
Am^  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  in  the 
reports  Is  complied  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  Items  from  It  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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DiiPARTiillT  OF  THE  ARMY 
3D  L.iiIOADE,  9TK  INFaJITRY  DIVISION 
APO  SiiN  FRANCISCO  96373 

AVDE-BCO 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32)(U) 


THRU:  Conmand  Ciiannels 


TO:  Commander 

U.  S.  liilitary  Assistance  Gonmand,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  J343 
APO  96243 


1.  Name  or  Identity  am/or  Type  of  Operation:  QUYET  THANG 

2.  Dates  of  Operation:  11  ^arch  -  7  April  1968 

3„  Location:  Long  An  Province,  Binh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  Districts, 
Gia  lanh  Province. .. 

4.  Control  or  Command  Head<iuarters;  Headquarters,  3d  Brigade, 
9th  Infantry  Division  located  at  Tan  An  (XS  546^9). 

5.  Reporting  Officer:  Colonel  George  C,  Benson,  Conmanding 
Officer,  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division. 

6.  Task  Organization: 


a.  U.  S.  Forces: 


(1)  Maneuver  Battalions: 

3d  Bn,  39th  Inf 
4th  Bn,  39th  Inf 
2d  Bn,  3d  Inf 

One  company  (+),  2d  Bn,  60th  Inf 
One  con^wny  (+),  5th  Bn,  60th  Inf 

(2)  Brigade  Control: 

HHC,  3d  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div 
2-4  Arty(-)  DS 

Btry  B,  7-8  Arty  (Cin  and  175mm)  GS  Reinforcing 
Btry  C,  1-84  Arty  (155®*'')  Reinforcing 
Btry  B(-),  1-S4  Arty  (I55ffffl)  Reinforcing 
3d  Pit,  9th  MP  Co  (Spt) 

3d  Pit,  Co  C,  9th  Sig  Bn  (Spt) 

Co  D,  709th  Maint  Bn  (Spt) 

Co  C,  15th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Co  C,  9th  i-ied  Bn  (Sot) 

Tm,  9th  M  Det  (Spt) 

3d  Pit,  335  RRC  (Spt) 

Sec,  4th  AA  Pit,  2d  CA  Co  (Spt) 

AV  Fid  Tm,  246th  PSYl^S  Co  (Spt) 

2d  Pit,  C  Btrv,  5-2  Arty  (DS) 

2d  Pit,  11  Btry,  29th  Arty  (DS) 


For  ot  Rd 
68X044 
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b.  Vietnamese  furcra  aperntl<c  in  close  coordination  and 
cooperation  with  3<i  Brigade  unitss 

46th  T.  ’  St 
50th  Inf  Kegt  lAHVH) 

30th  Ate 

RF/BF  Forces,  Lcsig  An  Province 
Nha  Be  and  Binh  Chanh  District  Forces 
5th  /tanger  Group 
Capitol  KLUtary  District  Forces 

7.  Supporting  forces s 

II  Field  Forces  Aviation  Units 
7th  USAF 
Ist  Log  Cnid 

3.  Intelligence: 

a.  Initial  encay  situation: 

( t )  At  the  beginning  of  Operation  l»uyet  Thang,  the  eneny 
forces  were  just  commencing  their  withdrawal  from  the  Capitol  area  to 
the  irnaeJiate  Saigon-Cholon  area.  The  local  force  battalions  used  in 
the  Tj-T  Offensive  had  absorbed  heavy  casualties  and  were  attempting  to 
avoid  major  contact.  The  enosiy  forces  had  established  defensive  areas 
just  south  and  west  of  Saigon-Cholon  and  appeared  determined  to  remain 
in  place.  The  siajor  forces  involved  were  believed  to  be: 

(a)  2nd  Independent  battalion  located  vie  XS  7782,, 

(b)  5th  Nha  Be  Battalion  located  vie  XS  3436, 

(c)  6th  Local  Force  Battalion  located  vie  XS  (!436, 

(d)  506  Battalion  located  vie  XS  7283. 

(i)  Jinenr-  units  were  believed  to  bo  at  75!'  combat  strength 
and  preparing  for  a  second  major  attack.  There  wre  also  numerous  reports 
of  battalion  sized  units  throughout  the  area.  The  VC  TET  Offensive  had 
produced  daily  loads  of  reports  of  imminent  attacks  on  almost  every 
conceivable  target  vdthin  the  area.  Established  agent  nets  were  seveieily 
hampered  by  movement  restrictions  £ind  the  situation  '.dthin  Saigon-Cholon, 

b-  Devslopod  enemy  situation: 

(1)  Initial  contact  was  established  >dth  enemy  forces  in 
the  areas  immediately  adjacent  to  Saigon-Cholon.  Contact  ’.dth  the  2rd 
Independent  Battalion  was  established  vie  XS  7883,  and  the  unit  was 
driven  from  the  area.  There  -jere  spoi’adic  contacts  Vic  XS  3387  and 
XS  7485.  The  6th  LF  Battalion  suffered  the  loss  of  an  arms  cache  vie 
XS  7283.  Contacts  southwest  of  Cholon  began  to  develop  along  the 
coiaiiiunication-liaison  route  as  eneiay  forces  either  left  the  area  or 
went  into  hiding.  The  enemy  atten5)ted  to  resupply  and  reinforce  his 
coimdtted  units  and  to  loalntain  their  disposition  on  the  Saigon  pe.’- 
iphery. 


(2)  As  the  operation  continued  tlie  enemy  introduced  the 
Phu  Loi  II  Battalion  in  the  Blnh  Chanh-^an  Ciuoo  border  area .  This 
unit  was  identified  by  contact  and  PCti's.  Successive  contacts  reduced 
the  effectiveness  of  tlds  battalion.  The  VC  units  oontinued  to  avoid 
contact  and  conducted  resupply  activities  via  sampans.  The  intelligence 
effort  was  directed  against  the  VC  LOC's  In  general  and  the  interdiction 
of  san^an  tr.  fflc  in  partlc’ilar.  The  VC  units  actually  contacted  during 
Operation  Q\iyet  Thang  had  suffered  fifty  to  sixty  per  cent  casualties 
and  were  incapable  of  mount.ing  another  offensive  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  TCT  Offensive. 
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(3)  The  terrain  offered  the  enemy  concealment  only  along 
the  wetorwiye  and  '/lllaGe  aroaa.  The  lack  of  fresh  water  in  Kha  Be 
precludes  the  presence  of  major  enemy  forces  east  of  the  Cay  !<ho  Canal 
for  an  Indefinite  perlexi.  Cross-country  movement  was  restricted  by  the 
numerous  viatervays  in  the  area  and  enmy  simply  mevement  vns  therefore 
primarily  by  saiapan,  The  bridges  and  highways  were  critical  terrain 
features  and  observation  was  limited  only  by  nippa  palm  along  the 
riverways.  The  north-south  i«tervia2^  provided  the  major  enemy  avenues 
of  approach. 

(it)  As  a  result  of  Operation  Quyot  Thang,  enemy  units  were 
forced  to  disperse  and  avoid  contact.  Eneny  elements  moved  completely 
out  of  the  area  and  left  only  the  2nd  Independent  and  Phu  Loi  II  Batta¬ 
lions  remaining  south  of  Saigon,  dispersed  tind  at  50#  strength. 

9.  Kission.  3d  Bde  in  close  coordination  end  cooperation  -with 
46th  Inf  Hegt  (kiVJN),  50th  Inf  Hegt  (ARVW),  and  5th  Hanger  Gp  (ASVN) 
conducts  offensive  operations  to  clear  assigned  AO  ;d.thin  the  Capitol 
Military  District  and  to  destroy  VC/KVA  forces  operating  in  Long  An 
Province . 


10.  Conceit;  The  3d  Bde  in  close  coordination  and  cooper.tion 
vAth  46th  Inf  Hogt  (AiiVW),  50th  Inf  Hegt  (AliVN),  and  5th  Hanger  Gp  {.'ulVK) 
conducted  airniooile  assaults,  reconnaissance  in  force,  cordon  and  seai'ch, 
extensive  night  patrolling  and  ambushes,  and  other  offensive  operations 
within  Dinh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  Districts  and  Long  An  Province  to  clear 
designated  A'leas  of  Operation  and  desl.roy  VO/iJVa  forces  and  their  base 
areas  employing  three  battalions  as  maneuver  forces.  The  2-3  Inf  con¬ 
ducted  clearin;;  operations  in  Binh  Chanh  District  to  locate  and  destroy 
VC/HVA  forces  vath  emphasis  on  the  506th  bn.  Tlie  4-39  Inf  conducted 
clearing  operations  in  Iflia  Be  District  tc  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVA 
forces  and  established  a  company  base  at  Cat  Lii  to  secure  main  ivater 
LOG'S  in  the  area.  The  3-39  Inf  secured  designated  brigade  basccamps 
and  continued  offensive  operations  in  Long  An  Province  to  locate  and 
destroy  VC/WVA  forces.  Bde  i&F  was  provided  by  one  (l)  company,  5-60  Inf(h), 

11.  Execution:  Initial  contacts  durin,'’  Operation  Quyet  Thang  were 
limited  to  small  scale  operation  and  for  the  most  part  wero  relatively 
insignificant  except  where  contact  with  HVA  forces  vms  estollislied  or  enemy 
weapons/ammunition  caches  were  discovered.  The  Brigade  directed  its  efforts 
toward  locating  and  destroying  the  V0/i;VA  forces  south  of  the  Saigon  area 
that  had  participated  in  the  TiiT  Offensive  arid  preventing  their  resupply 

or  consolidation.  In  Long  an  Province,  brigade  units  secured  vital  instal¬ 
lations,  conducted  interdiction  operations  along  the  Gia  Dinh  Province 
boundary,  continued  offensive  operations  against  known  or  suspected  VC 
base  Eireas  and  reacted  to  current  intelligence  reports. 

Typical  of  the  actions  that  marked  the  start  of  Opn  kuyot  Thang 
was  that  experienced  by  t/4-39  Inf  on  1?  iuirch  196^.  The  company  con¬ 
ducted  a  riverine  opn  along  the  Gay  Kho  Canal  in  Wha  be  District  utilizing 
boats  of  the  30th  Hiver  assault  '-’roup.  '.Mle  sweeping  assigned  objec¬ 
tives,  the  unit  came  under  3a,  Ad,  and  HPG  fire  which  resulted  in  5  DS  LIa 
and  1  U3  KIa.  The  following  day  the  same  unit  captured  J-40  rocket  pro¬ 
pellant  cl.arges,  three  armor  piercing  grenades,  several  liVt.  uniforms,  and 
destroyed  54  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  in  the  same  general  area. 

Although  neither  of  these  actions  could  ’oe  described  as  significant  inci¬ 
dents,  tliey  represent  the  average  encounter  with  the  enemy  during  the  eai'ly 
stages  of  Uuyet  Thang. 

On  20  March  1968,  the  2-3  Inf  begun  to  experience  an  increase  in 
enemy  activity  In  Dinh  Chanh  District.  \Mle  conducting  a  recon  in  force 
opn  west  of  the  Ian  Giuoo  iUver,  Co  Z  captured  a  UVA  POW  with  AI'.-47  rifle 
and  binoculars,  A  short  time  later  the  co  came  under  SA  and  Ad  fire  from 
an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  The  fire  was  returned  and  a  sweep  of  the  area 
netted  six  iiV.i.  KI..,  six  NVa  I'OU's,  six  AJi-47  rifles,  two  itPG-2  and  tvo 
HPG-7  rocket  launchers,  one  cal  45  pistol,  hand  grenades,  ammunition,  maps, 
and  documents.  The  unit  sustained  three  US  fflA. 
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The  followLrig  day  D/J-3  Inf  eetubllehed  oont&ct  with  fourteen 
(I4)  uniformed  VC  vMorinc  helmeta  and  oarrying  weapons  in  western  dach 
Men  District  and  killed  four  of  the  enemgr*  The  Recon  Pit  from  the  same 
unit  uncovered  a  cache  containing  mad  suppUest  a  largo  amount  of  aamini- 
tion,  documents  and  clothing* 

All  operations  were  characterized  by  the  discovery  of  numerous 
bunkers,  all  with  overhead  cover,  and  some  reinforced  with  concrete.  In 
addition  the  enemy  displayed  an  increasing  tendency  to  remain  in  these  de¬ 
fensive  positions  and  engage  friendly  forces  within  the  effective  range  of 
small  arms.  Often  he  was  dislodged  only  by  the  advance  of  friendly  troops 
after  repeated  airstrikus  and  artillery  supporting  fires  had  been  placed  on 
the  target. 

Evidence  of  the  enenQr's  vdllingness  to  remain  and  fight  was  visible 
on  24  iterch  when  2-3  Inf  established  contact  with  an  estimated  VC  pit 
in  veil  constructed  bunkers  just  south  of  the  Gia  Dinh  Province  bound'ry  on 
the  Cau  Tran  diver.  Artillery,  LFT's  and  two  alrstrilces  supported  the  con¬ 
tact  which  resulted  in  one  US  KIA  and  thirteen  US  'IIA.  VC  losses  included 
eight  VC  KIA  (bC),  ten  VC  KIA  (Poss),  two  PCW's,  2  RPD-56  MJ's.  1  AK-47,  and  ' 
chicom  carbine  Captured  and  seventy-eight  bunkers  destroyed.  On  the  same  day 
C/7-I  Cav,  <S>CON  to  3d  Brigade,  received  SA  and  aU  graxmd  fire  from  an 
unkiiovffi  size  VC  force  wfille  perforniJ^  Aerial  i’econnaj.ssance  mission  over  the 
east  Mouse  Mars  area  (XS  692600).  Fire  was  rotiu*nod  hy  IfT's,  artillery 
.'ind  an  airstriko.  The  infantry  element  was  Inserted  and  a  sweep  of  the  area 
resulted  in  ton  VC  body  count  confirmed  end  one  RPO-2  rocket  launcher,  one 
AK-47  rifle,  and  one  7>62mm  1-C  captiu'od. 

Co  B,  4-39  Inf  ostablished  oontact  on  26  larch.  196“  with  an  estim¬ 
ated  reinforced  VC  squ  d  east  of  Da  Phuoc  in  Kha  Bo  District  (XS  926B11). 

Small  artas  and  automatic  vjeapons  fire  was  exchanged  and  the  contact  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  LFT's  -md  artillery.  The  unit  sustained  four  UIA  iuid  th^ee  HA 
while  accounting  for  7  VC  KIA  (bC),  two  AK-47's  captured  and  15  large  bunkers 
with  overhead  cover  destroyed.  The  VC  werw  wearing  fatigue  uniforms 
with  red  scarves  and  steel  helmets. 

During  a  brigade  operation  two  ktlometers  south  of  Saigon 
(K  833'547)  on  29  March  196C,  Co  A,  4-39  Inf  was  eng'ged  by  an  estimated 
VC  eomp<an^’'  firing  SA  and  aa's  freo  positions  on  both  flanks  of  the  company. 

The  unit  reacted  with  LFT's,  artillery,  and  tliroe  :drstrikes,  Thv  fighters 
received  tcA  fire,  however,  no  damage  to  the  aircraft  fosultod.  Contact 
broke  after  <approxiMately  tliree  hours  and  resulted  in  one  US  KIA  ojid  five 
VC  KIA  (LC). 

The  serios  of  contiiots  that  took  place  toward  the  ond  of  March  in 
the  Nha  Bo  -  Binh  Ohanh  nroa  underscored  the  onemy's  previously  domonstrntod 
intention  to  remain  in  tho  Immediate  vicinity  of  Saigon.  It  is  sisnific-.nt 
that  nearly  every  contact  resulted  in  tho  capture  of  weapons,  ammunition, 
and  equipment,  most  of  which  was  new  or  recently  issued,  indicating  enemy 
resupply  activities  were  being  conducted  on  a  regul'T  basis.  At  this  point 
in  Operation  Wayet  Th.ang,  it  appeared  that  the  VC/IiVA  forces  in  the  Saigon 
area  wore  in  a  period  of  training  and  recruitment  and  were  attempting  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  losses  in  equipment  and  person. el  they  had  sustained  in  the 
TST  Offensive, 


The  increase  in  VC  activity  noticeable  during  the  last  week  of 
Itoch  continued  through  the  termination  of  wuyot  Thang.  The  2-3  Inf  on  30 
i'iirch  and  2  April  1963,  established  contact  with  platoon-size  enemy  forces 
in  tho  vicinity  of  An  Phu  (XS  •3I5B25)*  The  enumy  was  well  dug-in  and  euployt 
Sa  .wd  AW  firo  from  bunkers.  Contact  hroko  aftor  LFT's,  artillery,  and  air- 
strikes  had  been  callod  in  on  tho  position.  Only  one  US  '.TA  resulted  from 
the  action.  Enemy  losses  vfcre  significant  and  Inaludcd  seventeen  (17) 
lilA  (BC),  Seven  AK-47  rifles,  one  cwnplote  60mm  mortar  with  sight,  tv,iQ  BAB's. 
two  -9mni  pistols,  one  .33  cal  and  one  ,45  oal  pistol,  one  US  carbine,  and 
twenty-nine  (29)  tOSmn  rounds.  In  addition  1200  lbs  of  rice,  three  sampans, 
forty-one  (41)  RPG  rounds,  1500  rounds  of  SA  aAmunitlon,  .and  sixty-five  (655 
bunkers  wwe  destroyed.  Those  Incidents  confirmed  the  enemy's  intention  to 
maintain  pressure  on  Saigon  'nd  conduct  small-scale  opur  tions  in  .an  attempt 
to  control  m.aJor  LOC's  in  the  CtiD  area. 
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Diring  thu  l.iat  wo-k  of  i.uyot  fhang,  contact  vdth  VC/JiVA  forccn 
ws  oxtronwly  light.  In  Long  An  Province  significant  attacks  occurrod  at  an 
HP  Company  outpost  in  Thu  Thua  (XS  539733)  and  at  the  5-60  Inf  ?3/PB  at 
Binh  Phuoc.  The  latter  attack  was  launched  '4th  S^nin  fflortara,  M-79  end 
small  arms  fire  and  r  esulted  In  one  US  KlA  and  nine  US  V^A.  At  Thu  Thua  tho 
aneny  enyloyed  HFG,  ruooilless  rifle,  and  mort-^r  fire  ns  well  as  SA  and  AVJ. 
IPT's  supporting  the  contact  also  rocaived  heavy  aW  fire.  Tho  one-hour 
attack  resulted  in  throe  PF  KIh,  20  .iP  KCa,  five  HD  c  -dre  WIA,  and  ftve 
US  I'flA  (KiiT  Te.'un,  3d  Brigade)  • 

Tnroughout  C^eration  liuyot  Thong,  the  enony  conducted  mortnr 
attacks  on  US  and  GVK  installations  in  tho  brigade  TAel  on  a  regular  basis. 
These  incidents  represented  his  major  effort  in  Long  An  Province  except  for 
some  indication  of  troop  movements  and  rosupply  activities.  In  Mha  Be  and 
Binh  Chanh  Districts,  Gia  Dinh  Province,  brigade  Fb/PL's  were  also  subjected 
to  a  number  of  indirect  fire  weapons  attacks,  tho  most  slgnificrnt  occurring 
on  2  April  1968  idien  three  rounds  of  TSnm  recoilless  rifle  fire 
directed  at  the  A-39  Inf  FS/Pfl  at  llha  3e  struck  a  Shell  Oil  Company  tank 
partially  filled  with  mogas.  One  US  MA  and  one  US  VJIA  also  resulted  from 
tho  attack. 

In  Long  ,m  Province  Installations  hit  by  mortar  attacks  included 
the  3-39  Inf  basecomp  at  iiaoh  Kien,  the  5-60  Inf  FS/PB  at  Binh  Phuoc  and  the 
US  artillery  position  at  Lcn  Luc.  The  most  significant  attack  occurred 
at  Bon  Luc  on  1  April  1968  where  LPT's  came  under  hsavy  a.J  fire  from  suspected 
mortar  positions  north  of  tho  compound.  Secondary  explosions  vxJre  reported 
when  gunships  returned  fire  and  a  large  bunker  crr/.plcx  including  some  rein¬ 
forced  vdth  steel  and  concrete  wia  located  in  the  same  general  area  ty  50th 
Regiment  (A-.VH)  farces  during  a  follov»-up  operation.  Tho  complex  was  des¬ 
troyed  by  engineer  elements  in  support  of  3d  brigade. 

Many  of  tho  enemy  attacks  on  m:.jor  LOC’s  '.vore  directed  agodnst 
outposts  and  GVN  installations  along  the  Cay  hho  Crjial  in  Mha  3e  District. 

This  vital  waterway  represented  an  iKport.ant  rosupply  route  and  staging  area 
for  enemy  forces  who  were  suopocted  to  be  preparing  for  a.  second  major  of¬ 
fensive  agalMt  Saigon.  Numerous  mortar,  liPG,  and  ground  attacks  were 
launched  against  RF/PF  outposts  along  the  canal  during  the  last  week  in 
March.  The  increase  in  these  attacks  prompted  the  brigade  to  take  immediate 
measures  to  improve  the  defensive  posture  of  forces  defending  the  outposts 
end  to  insure  that  reaction  forces  viero  immediately  available  to  reinforce 
If  necessary,  weapons,  amnunition,  and  construction  materials  have  been 
provided  to  critical  outposts  in  the  Kh.a  Be  area  and  night  operations  by 
brigade  units  have  been  conducted  in  closu  preodmity  to  selected  HF/PF 
locations. 

Night  activities  during  Operation  'iUyet  Thang  were  -aimed  at  the 
interdiction  of  water  LCXJ's  .and  tho  destruction  of  enemy  s.airpans  c.arri'lng 
supplies  and  equipment.  Most  of  the  108  samp-ans  destroyed  during  tho  oper¬ 
ation  were  engaged  by  aquabushes  est.ablished  on  frequently  tr-veled  water- 
v«ys  or  by  night  reconnaissance  .aircraft  in  support  of  the  brigade.  Opera- 
tlcns  of  this  type  were  extremely  successful  .and  forced  the  enejgy  to  roly  on 
other  more  difficult  means  of  transportation  in  addition  to  destroying  rni/or 
capturing  a  significant  amount  of  aaterial, 

Operation  '.'lyet  Thang  was  successful  frem  the  standpoint  of  pre¬ 
venting  any  major  or  ••  buildup  in  thoirea  south  of  S-aigon  and  preventing 
enemy  forces  from  ^  a.ning  control  of  any  significant  LbC's  or  ;  opulation 
centers ,  Operations  in  Long  ikn  Province  vairo  soraovrtiat  limited  by  the  small 
number  of  forces  .availiibl-,  howovcjr,  the  brigade  continue'd  to  interdict 
enemy  infiltr.ation  routes  and  conducted  a  number  of  ooer.atlons  .against  knovn 
VC  ba.se  areas.  Security  of  waterways  in  the  vincinity  of  Cat  i.ai  oontinufxl 
during  the  operation  .and  tho  company  operating  at  th.at  location  employed 
alrboats  on  night  river  patrols,  Cbe  meclvuiiaod  platoon  vias  loc.ated  at  the 
Bon  Luc  Bridge  nightly  during  «uyct  Thang  to  augment  jutVN  security  forces. 
Combined  operations  continued  to  produce  significant  results  and  the  Viet¬ 
namese  30th  River  Assault  Group  was  used  extensively  r.s  both  a  troop  carrier 
and  a  screening  force  along  inland  wa.terwnys.  As  in  most  large-scale  oper¬ 
ations  conducted  by  the  brigade  the  success  of  ttuyet  Th.ang  was  the  result  of 
a  combined  effort  with  .iRVI'/GVli  forces  made  possible  by  the  mutu.al  iindor- 
stonding  of  a  coimon  mission. 
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12.  Ronults 

a,  a-itmlly  loaaoa  for  Op^-aUw  ftiyat  Thang  wre  aa  followai 

(OUSICHAi  It 

(2)  US  DOWs  1 

(3)  US  iHA:  113 

(4)  US  UHA:  4 

b.  ilnonijr  loas^a  dmlng  Oparation  Qiiyet  Thang  Wire  aa  followa; 

(1 )  Personnel 

(a)  VC  UA  {iX;)s  115 

(b)  iJVA  (BC):  6 

(c)  PW:  8  (WA)  6  (VC) 

(d)  Detclno.;s:  88 

(2)  iqulpmont  captur  -d:  . 

RiflaS  ^i.-47~  I  22 

Bolt  action  rifle  t'/pcs  unk  2 


Pronch  Mausors- 
Cliicon  Carbine— 

US  Carbin.;- 
Heine  node  wcapon- 
feehine  guns  Alv 
I-Jn.chino  guns  7.o2- 
Kac'iine  guns  BPO-56- 
Piatol  oil  45- 
Pistol  cal  38- 
taunchar  liocket- 
iiookota- 

itockot  propellant  charges- 
Mortar  82ruB  conqaleto- 
Mortar  6Chim  coa^ete- 
Base  plate  60fflm  inort'uv 
Br.so  plate  82m!n  laortar- 
Launchor,  Grenade  H-79- 
Aimiunition: 

82ian  mortar  rds— 

6Qnii)  mortiir  rds- 
5<56nm 

7.62  IG  <3Jncio— 

/ik-47  annio- 
AK-47  bondollers- 
CarbJ.no  aiano- 
f’lagaainoa :  AH-47- 
Gr  ;nadQ  AObw- 
2.75  rockets- 
C-4  Composition- 
Hand  grenade  h-26- 
Hand  grenade  ChiocK- 
Armor  pJac:tng  hand  grenades 
Khifo- 

«P0  50  drucs- 
Batterios 

2.5  volt- 
i  volt- 

1 000  ft 

Gas  mask-  2 


4 

I 

2 

) 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

112 
13 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

46 

30 

300 

900 

7600 

1 

35 

16 

1 


175  lbs 


1 

10 

48 

64 
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Medical  supplica- 

e5  lbs  (+) 

Conipaes  M-2- 

2 

Blaating  caps- 

12 

US  Olaymoro- 

1 

Blnoeulars- 

3 

jiloe- 

5.2  tons 

Squipment  destroyed: 

Foxhol..s- 

119 

Bunkers- 

1506 

Structiu'i:  s- 

73 

Spider  ho.ec 

137 

iloa-dblocks- 

35 

Chicom  gv-inade- 

15 

Mlies- 

4 

105mm  round- 

4 

Clayinore- 

1 

Rre-?  rds- 

70 

Funji  pits- 

9 

S.-'mpans- 

103 

32iiim  mort'ir  rd- 

4 

60nia  mortar  rd- 

1 

c.  T'lc.ical  Air  Support:  During  Opw't.ion  Quyut  Thang  the  7th 
TactiCfOL  DSAF  supported  the  3d  Brigade  "fio  Devils''  mth  fifty-seven  preplanned 
and  thir'-y-onc  inanediate  airstrikos  in  addition  tc  onnductirig  one  combat 
skyspot.  Approximately  sixty  of  the  airstrikes  wuru  followed  up  with  sweeps 
of  the  target  area  by  ground  troops. 

13.  iidriiinistrative  Mai  tors 

a.  *<'o  significant  problems  were'  onccur. .ored  in  proidding  logistical 
sup[>ort  to  brigade  units  during  Operation  (^uyet  Thang.  FS/rB's  of  the  2-3 
Inf  and  4-39  Inf  in  Binh  Chanh  and  Uha  Be  Districts  respectively  while 
adequate  for  the  dry  season  will  require  extensive  engineer  support  prior  to 

t  e  monsoon  season.  Resupply  of  those  units  has  been  ■  ceoir.plishcd  primarily 
by  <air  and  orgaiiic  transportation.  Battalion  trains  for  the  units  in  the 
CIiD  area  vdiere  located  n  cles.,’  proximaty  to  FS/Fu's.  Thts'e  was  no  change 
in  t  c  location  of  ti-ans  for  tho  units  in  Long  Iin  Province. 

b.  Transportation  for  the  r.avcMiont  of  1  roops  and  supplier,  ran 
tho  gamut  from  organic  vehicles  to  captured  sampans  during  Operation  'tuyot 
Thang.  Night  convoys  bebwe-en  Bearcat  and  Tan  /ji  were  discontinued  during  the 
period  as  primary  emphasis  v.ns  placed  on  locating  and  d.jStro;:''.ng  VC/NVA 
forces  1*0  had  participated  5.n  tho  TIT  offensive.  D.ay  convoys  incr  .a.sed 
considerably  in  both  number  conducted  and  size  of  individual  convoys  as 
resupply  activity  r  isunivid  after  a  toniorary  halt  during  he  afterraath  of 

tho  attacks  on  Saigon. 

0,  Communications  throughout  the  operation  were  provided  by  Fli  and 
RTT.  VHP,  carrier  and  ILJI  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  9th  Signal 
Battalion.  Both  RTT  <and  VHF  capabilities  were  extended  to  2-3  Inf  and 
4-39  Inf  and  "hot  lines"  between  brigade  hqs  and  the  F3/'Pb's  in  addition 
to  the  C;D  TOC  were  installed  during  the  operation. 

d.  Itxlioal  supfiort  continued  to  be  provided  by  Comp.any  D,  9th 
Medical  Battalion  locr.ted  at  T.an  jin  iirmy  Airfield.  Uo  problem  'Teas 

d  velopod  during  the*  operation  and  dustoffs  were  conducted  in  a  highly  ■ 
ejtficent  and  profe-ssinal  m.anner,  often  under  severe  corditions  where  the 
security  of  landing  zones  was  r,  patter  of  degree. 

o.  Coi'.tinuous  operatit/ns  created  minor  problems  concerning 
maintenance  of  equipment,  howevor  cotonand  empliasis  on  performance  of 
preventiw)  mai.nteT.r.nce  .'.t  every  avaiLable  opportunity  coupled  with  rotation 
of  units  between  combat  areas  and  basec.-oaps  remedied  the  situation. 
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t,  Coalbat  sorvloe  suiiport  ootivltios  wire  ooneidcired  to  be 
Adequate  and  rosponolvo  to  unit  noode  during  loqrut  Thong*  Tho  oooperatlon 
and  mutual  underetnndine  botwon  tho  Division  siqiQrt  Comnand  and  Bi-igndo 
iind  Battalion  Trains  that  tos  established  during  Operation  jSnterpriso 
earriod  over  into  Wujajt  Thang  and  was  responsible  for  thu  absence  of  any 
limiting  features  during  thu  o  leratien* 

1i>*  Sp.iclRl  Kqulpnwnb  and  Techniques 

Tho  nature  of  the  brigade  misaion  during  Opuration  Quyet  Thang  and 
the  change  in  onony  tactics  necessitated  a  heavier  reliance  on  now  or 
nodifiod  equipment  and  toehniquos.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  TilT  attacks 
the  enemy  displayed  an  iner  asing  capability  to  sonduct  offensive  operations 
and  a  vdlllngnoss  to  engage  friendly  farces  troai  well  constructed  defensive 
positiotis  usually  vdth  adequate  overhead  cov.jr>  This  major  shift  in  enemy 
(BotiKids  of  operation  ruquirod  a  eorrespending  revision  in  US  eouctumioasures . 
Since  the  VC  normally  delayed  establishing  contact  with  ITiendly  forces 
until  ti’.uy  hod  advanced  to  vdthln  the  effective  range  of  small  erm,  increased 
omphasis  was  placed  on  tho  use  of  tactleol  air  and  supporting  ."rtillcry 
fires.  LFT's  were  also  used  extensively  to  keep  -  he  enony  pinned  down 
while  friendly  forces  maneuvered  against  thorn  nd  fighters  made  their  passes. 
Cheu  thu  contact  was  broken  a  thorough  sweep  of  the  area  was  conducted 
and  all  bunkers  and/or  tunnel  coDfilexes  were  destroyed.  VJhoncver  possible 
tho  cn«4ny  was  pui’suod  across  dlstolct  or  province  bound'rios  with  appropic.to 
corrdlnatlon  effected  ra  tho  oporntlon  developed. 

Security  ndsslons  assigned  to  trigado  units  also  resulted  in  the 
adoption  of  now  toehniquos.  llie  wa-.  ervoy  security  opv.^’ation  In  the  Cat  Lai 
area  was  conducted  by  both  ao.uabushes  and  river  patrols  on  alrboats,  Tho 
eoidsineation  of  fixed  ambush  locations  along  vital  inland  waterways  and  a 
mobile  river'.nis  p  '.trol  usually  of  platoon-size  on  airboats  was  succussful 
In  accon^lishlng  t  :a  assigned  mission. 

iAothcr  toefanlquo  employed  by'ihe  lirlgade  to  Interdict  enemy  sonpan 
traffic  was  the  use  of  night  roconnaissanse  aircraft.  Etoth  Forward  /dr 
Controllers  and  observers  equippud  with  inage  intensification  dovicss  in 
UHID’s  were  employed  along  major  waterways  within  the  TAOI.  Sampans 
obeorved  after  curfew  hours  wero  engaged'  by  door  gunriers  or  the  IFT  on  call 
from  brigade  headquarters.  A  significant  docroaso  in  sampan  traffic 
resulted  from  those  operations  as  tho  emey  was  forced  to  rely  on  other  means 
of  mobility  to  conduct  rosup  dy  activities. 

Numerous  operations  wore  conducted  with  tho  Vletnomoso  Bivor  xsssuXt 
Groiq).  RM}  boats  weix  uesu  to  insert  troops,  screen  selected  portions  of 
vnterwaye,  and  establish  water  blocks.  Riverinu  operations  in  the  CUD  area 
produced  significant  results  and  were  effectivo  in  preventing  use  of  major 
water  LOC's  b'  thii  enemy. 

Both  Q/r-l  Cc-v  and  D/3-5  Cav  supported  tho  brigade  during  C^yct 
Thang.  The  use  of  an  air  cavalry  troop  provided  an  oxtrcmoly  effoctlvo 
metins  of  maintaining  surveillance  of  areas  in  Long  Province  where 
sufficient  'jcops  iiero  not  available  to  maintain  tho  normal  tempo  of 
operations.  In  addition  the  Gav  troop's  organic  infantry  elements  provided 
the  capability  to  conduct  immediate  insertions  and  sweeps  of  areas  that 
had  produced  significant  sightings.  Air  Cavalry  elements  also  participated 
in  brigade  eizo  operations  and  were  employed  on  flank  security  as  well  as 
aerial  reronnossainco  missions.  ^Rie  results  of  air  cavalry  opex  ations  wr.rreuit 
■ore  frequont  use  of  this  capability  In  tho  bri,  ado  T..OI. 

The  District  Operations  and  Intelligence  Centers  with  their 
conibined  staffs  continue  to  bo  the  uioot  effective  means  yet  established  tr 
identlf^r  end  coordinate  ndlloary  and  infrastiojcturo  striko  targets.  The 
Weekly  Area  Coordination  Center  hooting  hold  at  both  battalion/district  level 
and  brigada/province  lovol  h-’.  s  also  propeted  coop.tatlon  and  suiport  in  an 
effort  to  roach  mutually  acceptablo  objecti^'es. 
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(Operation  (juyet  Thniig  tdtnossud  a  major  change  In  onimiy  muthodo 
of  oporatlmn -ni  required  that  the  lirlgado  utilizo  oil  available  resourceo 
to  accos^jlloh  its  many-facutad  Miaaion.  Through  a  coidolnation  of  conventional 
technlquo8(  modified  to  fit  '.ho  anemy'a  ohanga  in  taetlea  and  the  Miploymcnt 
of  Specialized  oquipmunt  Quyot  Thai^  suoceodod  in  iVagwenting  the  VC/BVA 
forces  south  of  Saigon  'nd  prevented  tholr  reorganization# 

15#  Coiiinand';-'r'e  Analysis 

From  the  start  of  Opuration  viuyot  Thang  it  veis  obvious  the 
oncany  had  made  aome  significant  changes  in  previously  established  patterns 
of  activity,  and  ttet  w  now  ftaed  a  laoro  determined  foe  than  over  before. 

In  almost  all  enet.^  contacts  astablishad  with  VC^IVi*  forces  in  tho  CUD  area 
several  characteristics  were  clearly  dovelopod.  First,  dofensive  positions 
were  constructed  bett'jr  than  ever  before  often  reinforced  \d.th  concrete  and 
stec-1  and  adequato  overhead  cover.  Seccndly,  buiikor  'cc.iplexes  and  p-rtlcu- 
larly  fighting  trendies  ware  frequently  located  just  forward  of  tree  lines 
or  nlppa  palm  areas  inste  id  of  deop  within  the  n.'.tur  1  foliage,  the  site  most 
often  selected  by  the  ener.y  in  the  past.  This  of  course  msant  that  prestrikes 
and  -artillery  pi-  ps  had  little  effect  when  delivered  in  areas  providing  na¬ 
tural  concealmert  to  the  enemy#  Tliirdly,  tho  VC/BVA  displayed  an  increasing 
tendency  to  eng  o  fri-  .xJly  forces  at  close  ranaa,  usu-lly  vdthin  the  effec¬ 
tive  rar.ge  of  si,i  .ll  aiana,  which  prevented  the  use  of  supporting  fires  ".nd 
tactie.al  air  diu'ing  th.  initi'.l  ph’ses  oi  cont  ct.  In  addition,  tho  enemy 
demonstrated  his  wHlingnesa  to  stay  and  fight  on  numerous  occasions  and  was 
often  dislodged  only  by  rope-  ted  airstrikes  .and  he  -vy  -rtillery  fires  ccupled 
vdth  the  adv  nee  of  friendly  forces  over  his  positions. 

These  tactics  were  oompai-atlvely  new  to  brig~do  urdts  who  had 
experienced  "  r  ther  elusi-ve  enejiy  in  Lcng  ibi  Province,  reluctant  to  est  blish 
cont  ’.ct  with  friendly  fore.^s  .and  quick  to  breal  .and  run  when  the  .attack  was 
met  with  any  show  of  force.  The  ch-'nge  in  ener.y  nothc/ds  of  optaration  c.'n 
prou  bly  be  accounted  for  by  the  presence  of  IJVA  cac’ro  in  loc  .1  force  units 
.and  the  av.alLabllity  of  newer  we-.pons  .and  equipment  such  as  the  Assault 

Kifle  ond  RPG-v2  .and  -7  rocket  launchers. 

Brlg.ode  units  were  qiiick  to  grasp  tho  eno-y's  intentions  .asid  made 
approiriata  adjustnents  in  their  tactics  to  cope  -.dth  the  situation.  As  a 
result  eneny-initi.at.3d  contacts  frequently  resulted  in  signi  ficant  losses  in 
7C/iIVi.  personnel  -.nd  equipment  ■'  a  ndninun  risk  to  friendly  forces. 

lniti''J.ly  the  brig  do  focused  its  attention  on  the  Binh  Chanh  - 
l-Iha  Be  area  in  on  effort  to  loc.ato  and  destroy  those  forces  th.at  had  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  TtiT  -.ttacks  on  S<aigon,  At  th-J  s  me  time  emphasis  vr.s  placed 
on  interdicting  infiltration  routes  through  Long  ,'ji  Frovincv;.  The  two  batt-a- 
lions  in  the  CKD  area  wre  -.bl-  to  provide  adocu'.to  coverage  of  their  AC's 
during  both  d.ay  and  night  operations.  In  Long  iUi  only  ono  full  battalion 
was  '.vail<ablo  for  oorab-.t  operations  durlna  the  day.  Security  requlrar.e'nts 
necessitated  tho  retention  of  all  available  forces  at  night  vdthin  the  im- 
nodia.te  vicinity  of  brig"de  b.secamps.  Since*  the  2-60  Inf(-)  •■md  5-60  Inf(-) 
were  OTGON  to  the  lat  Brigade,  tho  3-39  Inf  assumed  responsibility  for 
basjc.amp  security  within  Long  .«n  Province.  The  conp.'’nie3  that  rem-’ined  at 
Tan  Tru  and  Binh  Phuoc  were  used  for  basecaiap  security  and  brigade  PBF  res¬ 
pectively.  ' . dr.'.iotilo  operations  -wore  c  -nducted  by  3-39  Inf  on  '■  regul'  T 
basis  throughout  l#uyet  Thang  -nd  ,dr  Ca.v  Troops  were  also  employed  in  Long 
An  Provlnco  to  .accernplish  thv  assigned  adssion.  Tho  3-39  Inf  focused  its 
oper.-’tions  on  v;estern  Uach  hion  .and  along  the  province  boundary  in  the*  vici¬ 
nity  of  tho  Can  Cluoc  River  while  the  Cav  elements  opor  ted  frequently  in 
the  Mouse  E,ars  and  Elbo;:  areas. 

Night  operations  utilized  the  aquabush  concept  which  had  proven 
successful  during  the  latter  stages  of  Operation  Enterprise.  The  aquabush 
principle  is  sound  and  when  combined  -with  the  use  of  night  reconnaissance 
aircraft  is  an  extremely  effective  means  of  preventli^  enen^y  resupply 
activities. 

CONFIDENTIAL 


9 


CONFIDENTIAL  n 

-  .  ^  oofWn^d  opmtlont  eorxtaetwl  idth  30th  xUO  urf  3th 

woup  produced  algniflOMA  reeultc  end  the  brlgede  lielson  tea®  at 
ChD  headyiartwe  inaurad  eoarddnacie®  vas  affeeted  vlth  all  unlta.  Jmijr 
or  the  si^noaat  ocntaoto  durlnf;  i^uyet  Yhaag  occurred  on  combined  oper- 
atlone  and  the  riutual  coordination «id  eooparatlon  of  US  and  AAVK/C^  units 
resulted  in  the  destruction  and/or  capture  of  a  siaeable  amount  of  onaaQr 
suppUes  and  equipment. 

^  Although  the  situation  at  the  coneli’Slon  of  Operation  Qqeet 

flja^  indicated  the  enemy  had  elected  to  remain  in  the  Saigon  area  and 
uould  probably  utilise  his  nauly  acquired  capability  to  conduct  offensive 
opwatlona,  the  reorganisation  of  tt.-its  that  participated  in  the  ffiT 
Wenalye  108  hailed  and  resupply  activities  we  severely  hampered.  The 
ira^iTOtatlOT  of  the  enoay  force  and  the  capture  and/or  destruction  of  a 
slgnlzicant  mount  of  material  has  Unltsd  the  VC/HVA  forces  to  small  scale 
operations  therby  substantially  redueij^  the  immediate  thrhat  to  the  Saigon 


16.  Reconnendations: 

j  **  o*’*!*^  troops  in  the  brigade  TAOI  has 

umlmtM  potential  and  should  be  «nqjloited  as  soon  as  possibla.  vath  an 
wwed  AO  such  as  that  assigned  to  the  3d  Brigade  adequate  coverage  le 
dlfflcidt  even  i-dth  sufficient  airmobile  lift  ctmpaniee.  Ihe  air  cav  troop 
can  i^vlde  effective  ainaillanee  of  a  laz^e  .■•pea  and  hae  the  ■  nherent 
capability  to  react  to  algnllloant  sightlr^s. 

b.  The  acuabush  concept  las  proven  to  be  an  effective  deterrent 
to  eneny  rosiqj  jly  aetivlt'f  on  major  vateruays.  The  concept  should  be 
conUnued  vdth  a  selected  porbloi  of  each  maneuver  bf.ttalion's  elements 
conducting  these  operations  nightly. 

c.  Assistance  te  RF/PP  outpost/Matchtouers  must  continue,  however, 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  co.  rdinate  the  Issue  of  weanons,  animuilticin, 
aid  materials  by  Divis  on  unite  with  Province/Distrlct  authorities.  The 
upgrading  pro/ra-u  should  be  relentlessly  pursued  with  counterparts  and 
measles  that  provide  for  Imnediats  response  to  requests  for  assistance 
should  be  Instituted. 

iomr  security  mission  at  Cat  Lai  should  be  turned  over  to 

^VN  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  free  the  »3  conmany  presently  located 
operations  in  the  brlgads  AD.  The  continuing  requir  iment  to 
iwvide  company-size  security  farces  each  night  in  AO  Robbie  reduces  the 
brigade's  capability  to  conduct  combat  operations  against  the  VC/SVA  forces 
that  remain  in  the  CHO  area. 

FOR  TOE  COKHANnul; 


L.  BURT 
'AJ  INF 
.iDJUTANT 
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M.  CONTMikCT  ON  aHANT  M«. 


k.  pnojaer  no. 


.  eNi*iN*ren*a  na^enr  mumbbmw* 

68X046 


N/A 
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•I  (An^  0t0tm»r  b* 


ta.  aiiONaeaiNe  Mii»irAav  ACTfvirv 


N/A 
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The  following  Items  are  reconinended  for  Inclusion  in  the  Lessons  Learned 
Index: 


ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE  _ 

**  FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

***PAGE  #  _ 

ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  #  _ _ 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ 

FOR  OT  RD  # 

I  ■  I  —H  ^  ^  I  ,  I  ^  ^  I  ■■  II  I 

PAGE  #  _ _ _ 

ITEM  4 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ 

FOR  OT  RD  #  _ 

PAGE  #  _ _ ■ 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE _ _ 

FOR  OT  RD  # 

PAGE  #  _ 

*  Subject  Title:  A  short  (one  sentence  or  phrase)  description  of  the  item 
of  Interest. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  #  :  Appears  in  the  Reply  Reference  line  of  the  Letter  of  Trans* 

mittal.  This  number  must  be  accurately  stated. 

***Page  #  :  That  page  on  which  the  item  of  interest  is  located. 


s 


i 

[ 

i 


I 

I 


4 


OmilTMIKr  or  THC -AIIMV 

OACSrOR 

Washington,  O.C.  20310 


MOTAM  AND  M  MM 

ovAnriimT  or  tmi  anmv 


•  "TOLD  »  •<' 


OmOIAL  MMHNBSS 

Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force 
ATTN;  Operational  Reports  Branch 
Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D,C.  20310 


Development 


aataMKiaMm  ««nMHiaiTiONsarn*iUMi'A«MHU7i. 


•FOLD 


aSAPLE 


